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Open Government 

“Information  

maintained by the  

Federal Government is  

a national asset.” 

President Obama January 21, 2009 
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Open Data 

President Obama released Executive Order 
May 9, 2013 

 “Making Open and Machine Readable the New 
Default for Government Information” 

OMB Memorandum M-13-13 

 “Open Data Policy – Managing Information as 
an Asset” 

 Project Open Data 
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Brief History of FGDC 

OMB Circular A-16 (rev. 2002, Supplemental 
Guidance 2010) 

• Provides for improvements in the coordination and use of 
spatial data 

• Establishes vision for the National Spatial Data 
Infrastructure (NSDI) 

• Establishes FGDC as coordinating body for NSDI activities 
within federal government 



FGDC Structure and Participants 
Steering Committee 

Chair – Interior 
Vice Chair - OMB 

USDA USAID 

DOC Education 

DoD (NGA) Energy 

DHS HHS 

EPA HUD 

NASA DOJ 

GSA DOL 

LOC DOS 

NARA DOT 

NSF Treasury 

OPM VA 

SBA NRC 

Smithsonian USACE 

SSA FCC 

TVA NCPC 

Pending: HIFLD SubComm. and National Boundaries WG 
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A Call to Action 

Budget Language for FY 2011, Direction to create 
the “Geospatial Platform” 

 Portfolio Management, prioritize investments based 
on business need 

 Leverage existing initiatives 

 Improve the governance framework 

 Address the requirements of State, local and tribal 
agencies 

 Reuse data, tools and architecture 

 Increase access to geospatial data 
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Planning to achieve the vision… 

Most Recent Products of Note (see: http://www.fgdc.gov) 
National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) Strategic Plan (2014-2016) 
National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) Management Plan  
 
Geospatial Platform is an OMB Shared Service and Line of Business 
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Geoplatform.gov 
Goals: 
 Facilitate understanding via expanded use of geospatial data and 

tools  

 Search/Catalog shared with data.gov 

 Focus on National Geospatial Data Assets / A-16 data 

 Focus on non-experts / decision makers 
 Make maps and spatial apps more discoverable and more accessible 

 Content organized by Communities 

 A-16 Theme Communities 

 Cross-Agency Collaboration Communities 

 Agency “storefront” Communities 

 Provide shared cloud infrastructure 





Catalog 



Map Galleries 



Marketplace 



Resources and Dashboards 



Featured Maps and Apps 



Communities – A-16 Themes 
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Platform to GEOSS 

Geospatial Platform users register their data in 
a catalog shared with data.gov as part of our 
Open Data Policy 

The common catalog (catalog.data.gov) is 
registered with GEOSS 

Metadata are accessed with links to the data, 
services, or applications being described 

Result is that US national assets are visible to 
the Global EO community 



 Agency Metadata and Data Services 

Data Publishing to GEOSS 

URLs to data, maps, 
web services (HTTP) 

Structured 
Metadata 

Users 
(browser) 

Client 
Software 

geoportal.org 
 GEOSS 

DAB* 

GEOSS 
Portal 

Geospatial Platform / 
Data.gov 

Agency catalog 

Metadata 
Editor / 

Manager 

*GEOSS Discovery and 
Access Broker 

CSW, opensearch 

 

Data 

Systems 

Links to 
access data 

3 

2 

1 

1. Create metadata 
2. Save in catalog 
3. Indexed by DAB 
4. Search via Portal 
5. Link via metadata 

4 
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GEOSS GCI Geospatial Platform 

Communities 

AGOL - Web Map 
Composition 

Data.gov 
Catalog 

Geospatial 
Services Hosting 

javascript 

Drupal 
HTML (UI) 

OGC WMS 

OGC WFS 

OGC WCS 

Esri REST 

OGC CSW 

REST API 

json 

GEOSS Portal 

HTML 
(UI) 

GEO Discovery 
and Access 

Broker 

Service 
Interfaces  

Client 
Interfaces  

opensearch 

OGC CSW 

OAI-PMH 

Registries 

Esri REST 

SRU/SRW 

GEOSS and GeoPlatform Interfaces 

Focus of interaction is to support catalog access and reference to data and 
services described in metadata 



GCI	Architecture	

Services	and	SW	Applica ons		
e.g.	So ware,	Data	Access,	Processing,	
Community	Portals,	Documents	

EO	data	Catalogues	&	
Repositories	

e.g.	IDN,	INSPIRE,	geo.data.gov	

Integrated/Federated	EO	
Discovery/Access	Systems		

e.g.	GENESI,	CWIC,	FedEO*	

Component	&	Service	
Registry	(CSR)	

Clearinghouse	(CH)	

GEOSS 
Common 
Infrastructure	

*	Prototype	
capabili es	

GEO	Web 
Portal	

GEOSS	User	

Discovery	&	Access	

Register	

Resources 
Providers	

GEOSS	Registries:	
• Standards	&	
Interoperability	
• User	Requirements	
• Best	Prac ces	Wiki	

GEOSS 
Resources 

Discovery	and	Access	
Broker	(DAB)	

Service	Monitoring	

harvest	

real- me	
search	

data	
data	

Seman c	Component*	
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Conclusion – Value Proposition 

Supports open data and the GEOSS Data 
Sharing Principles as part of our Open Data 
Policy 

The common catalog (catalog.data.gov) is 
registered with GEOSS 

Demonstrates interoperability using 
internationally recognized standards 

Result is that US national assets are visible to 
the Global EO community 
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  Thank You! 


